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The National Council Of
Negro Women Serves In
Dr. King’s Honor On
The King Holiday

✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ Special Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Edition ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩ ✩

Centennial
Celebration
Honoring The
100th Birthday
Of Margaret
Olivia King

“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is: What are you doing for others?”

Margaret Olivia King

BY KHANA A. RILEY
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

S T. PETERSB UR G January 22, 2010, will mark
the 100th birthday of
Margaret Olivia King. King
will be honored with
a Centennial Celebration
entitled, “Never Would Have
Made It.” “Nanny,” one of
many names she is affection-

ately called, is excited that the
day has finally come.
Queen Olivia was born
in 1910 in Bullar County,
Georgia. She is the daughter
of the late Cora Ashley and
George Moore. She graduated
high school from Jenkins
County Training School in
1931 and attended Georgia

KING

continued on pg. 6

ST. PETERSBURG - Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. devoted
his life to advancing equality,
social justice, and opportunity
for all. He challenged us to
build a more perfect union and
taught us that everyone has a
role to play in making America
what it ought to be. With his
leadership, our nation made
great strides against racial
d i s cri m i n at i o n an d t o ward
increased civil rights. Dr. King’s
teachings can continue to guide
us in addressing our nation’s
most pressing social needs
today. Each of us can contribute
to strengthening our own commu n i t i es b y s erv i n g i n Dr.
Ki n g ’s h o n o r o n t h e Ki n g
Holiday and throughout the
year. And, by making service
part of our daily lives, we can
help realize Dr. King’s dream
and support our nation’s
renewal and recovery.
The local section of NCNW
joined hundreds of thousands of
Americans in making the
holiday a day ON, not a day
OFF by serving in honor of the
slain civil rights leader’s legacy
of service.
“The holiday is a time to
remember and act on Dr. King’s

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

From left to right, Mae Welch, Dianne Speights, Mary Clower, Attorney Darryl Rouson,
Joanne Rainey, Cynthia Jenkins, and Signora Farris

commitment to making our
nation better,” said Mary
Clowers, chair of the annual
breakfast held in Dr. King’s
honor. “Dr. King exemplified
civil rights, civic responsibility,
and uniting people of all backgrounds to act on community
concerns. There is no better or
more meaningful way to honor
his legacy than by serving
others.”
The Corporation for

National and Community
Service, a federal agency that
oversees the nation’s domestic
service initiatives, leads the
annual Martin Luther King Day
of Service in partnership with
the King Center and nonprofits,
community groups, schools,
and businesses across the
country. Initiated by Congress
in 1994, the King Day of
Service transforms the federal
holiday into a national day of

community service grounded in
Dr. King’s teachings of nonviolence and social justice.
“The King Day of Service
can be a great way to bring
people together to make a difference and we hope it will be
the beginning of an ongoing
commitment to serve throughout the year,” suggested Signora

MLK
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BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
NNPA EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

WASHINGTON (NNPA) On Nov. 3, 2008, an important
telephone conference was held
in Black America. That was the
day that then candidate Barack
Obama, on the eve of his historic
election to the presidency,
promised African-American
leaders and representatives
across the nation that if elected,
he would never forget that Black
people are specifically and disparately hurting from social ills.
“Everyone under the sound
of my voice understands the
struggles we face. Everyone
understands the fierce urgency
of now. You all know what’s at
stake in this election,” Obama
said on the teleconference,
covered by the NNPA News

President Barack Obama

Service.
He mentioned crime, civil
rights, education, health, and the
economy as just a few of the categ o r i e s i n w h i c h A f r i c a n Americans are clearly in worse
statistical categories than any
other race.
“I mention these issues
because this community, our

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

c o m m u n i t y, t h e A f r i c a n American community, during
these challenging times, suffers
more than most in this country,”
he said. “Double-digit inflation,
double-digit unemployment,
stagnant wages, our kids are
more likely to drop out, more
likely to be in jail, more likely to
die. We’re going to have to do

better. And if we continue the
momentum we’ve seen across
this country over the last several
w e e k s , w e c a n d o b e t t e r. ”
But, one year after his historic
election — which has often been
described as the fulfillment of
the “dream” of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. — has now
President Obama kept his
campaign promise to the Black
community?
Political observers pondered
this question in anticipation of
the National King Holiday on
Monday and the Jan. 21st
anniversary of the historic inauguration. Some say that Obama,
who enjoys studying past presidents for their wisdom and
leadership styles; especially
Abraham Lincoln, should learn

O B AM A
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

SCLC Tarnishes Dr. King's Image

BY GEORGE E. CURRY
NNPACOLUMNIST

On Tuesday, the day
after the nation officially celebrates the
birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
suspended Southern Christian
Leadership Conference Board Chair
Raleigh Trammell of Dayton, Ohio,
and Treasurer Spiver Gordon, a
resident of Eutaw, Ala., are scheduled
to appear in an Atlanta court to contest
their dismissals amid allegations that
they directly benefited from a secret
$500,000 board account.
To the public, SCLC, co-founded
by Dr. King, has been on the rise after
almost going out of business in 2004.
Charles Steele, Jr., one of my childhood
friends from Tuscaloosa, Ala., brought
the organization back from the brink of
extinction as president and CEO,
raising $8 million during his tenure
from 2004 to 2009.
Approximately $3.3 million of that
amount was used to build a new SCLC
headquarters on historic Auburn
Avenue. Even civil rights icon Rev.
Fred Shuttlesworth – who once referenced SCLC by saying, “Only God can
give life to the dead” – acknowledged
the civil rights group had returned from
the dead under the leadership of Steele,
now an Atlanta businessman.
While the public perception of
SCLC was that it had finally
rebounded, Trammell was busy getting
the board to revise the organization’s
bylaws, shifting many of the powers
traditionally held by the president to

him. Dexter M. Wimbish, the general
counsel, was directed to report to
Trammell instead of President Steele.
Against the counsel of his closest
advisers, Steele went along with the
power shift, arguing that his personal
friendship with Trammell would still
allow him to function effectively.
That Trammell and Gordon could
rise to top board positions should have
been an embarrassment within itself.
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
reported on Nov. 10, 2004, that
Trammell “went to prison in the 1970s
for cheating a county welfare department in Ohio.”
Gordon, the SCLC treasurer, lost
his city council seat in Alabama after
pleading guilty in 1999 to federal vote
fraud charges. He admitted that he had
asked a person who lived outside of
Greene County to fill out an absentee
ballot and falsely list a county address.
Gordon was sentenced to six months in
federal prison, given three years of
supervised probation and fined $2,000.
In the rough-and-tumble world of
SCLC board politics, Trammell and
Gordon have survived because they
were among the last people standing.
Their fall from favor is tied to the
unaudited secret account, described by
one SCLC insider as “a slush fund.”
Approximately $500,000 has flowed
through the account over the past three
years, including about $200,000 said to
have been siphoned off from prison
ministry program operated by Gordon.
Although some SCLC staff members
were told that the account, opened in

Eutaw, Ala. and supervised by Gordon,
was subject to an outside audit, no
record of an audit has been uncovered.
Also, there is no known record of tax
returns ever being filed for the account.
Some SCLC board members said they
had no knowledge that the secret
account existed.
Charles Steele raised questions
about the account before he resigned a
year ago. Steele feared that contributions to SCLC would dry up if the
public ever learned about the secret
fund. Once Attorney Wimbish and
Executive Director Ron Woods learned
that there were no independent controls
on the board account and suspected that
some SCLC funds may have been
embezzled, they felt a responsibility to
share their concerns with Interim
President Byron C. Clay.
On October 29th, the board, which
had recently elected a half dozen new
members, was made aware of the
special fund. On November 13th,
Trammell and Gordon were removed
from their board positions, with the
new members casting the critical votes
against them.
Even before the vote, efforts were
made to get Trammell to quietly step
aside. A longtime former assistant,
based in Dayton, filed a sexual harassment complaint against him with a state
human rights agency. Persons familiar
with the complaint say the assistant
claims to have sexually-explicit videotapes of Trammell, a married minister.
She is also said to be ready to make
additional allegations that, if true, could

lead to his returning to prison.
Rather than stepping aside, a
request for an injunction was filed
December 29th in Atlanta seeking to
restore Trammell and Gordon to their
former positions.
The board infighting continues as
Bernice King, the youngest daughter of
the late civil rights leader, prepares to
take over as the first female president of
SCLC. Her oldest brother, Martin
Luther King III, served as president
from 1997 to 2004, but left after a bitter
dispute with the board.
According to several people who
serve on the board or staff of SCLC,
Trammell said that under his leadership, no woman or another member of
the King family would serve as
president of the organization. However,
the self-styled master politician made a
major miscalculation.
As a condition for accepting the
job as interim president and CEO of
SCLC, Byron Clay requested – and got
– about six people added to the board.
Trammell campaigned for the election
of former Arkansas Court of Appeals
Judge Wendell Griffen as president and
presumed he had the votes of the new
board members recruited by Clay. He
presumed wrong. Instead of going with
Trammell’s candidate, all of them
backed King, providing the margin for
her 23-15 victory.
If Bernice King is to be successful
at SCLC, she’ll need to get rid of
Trammell, Gordon, and those aligned
with them for good.

On Harry Reid's 'Light Skinned' Comment:
W.E.B. Du Bois Was Right
BY JULIANNE
MALVEAUX
NNPA COLUMNIST

(NNPA) - The problem of the
twentieth century, wrote scholaractivist WEB DuBois in 1903, is the
problem of the color line, the relation
of the darker to the lighter races in Asia
and Africa, in America and the islands
of the sea.”
WEB DuBois was right, and he
was wrong. Certainly race matters
were critically important in the United
States and in the world (think decolonialization) in the latter part of the
twentieth century, but Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid’s (D-NV) foolish
comments about President Barack
Obama suggest that we are dragging
twentieth century problems into the
twenty-first century.
In 2008, Reid said that President
Obama could win the Presidency
because he was “light skinned” with
“no Negro dialect unless he wanted to
have one.” The comments, somewhat
demeaning and disappointing, were
revealed in “Game Change,” the book
by Mark Halperin and John Heilmann
that was released last week. Senator
Reid has since apologized directly to
President Obama, who has accepted

the apology. Senator Dianne Feinstein
says this should be the end of it. With
heath care legislation on the line,
Democrats are wishing this matter
would go away, and republicans are
working it for all they can. At least
three prominent Republicans,
including RNC Chairman Michael
Steele, who happens to be African
American, are calling for Reid’s resignation. Steele cites the Trent Lott
brouhaha, when Lott said the country
would have been better had Strom
Thurmond, the Dixiecrat segregationist, been elected President, as evidence
of double standards. But Lott actually
said he wished that segregation had
prevailed, and he said this is 2002!
There’s a big difference between
factually, if awkwardly, describing
someone as light-skinned, and wishing
for segregation.
In some ways, this comment is not
a big deal. Except beneath the description of the President as light-skinned
and well spoken is a comparative
disregard for those who might be
darker skinned and more ebonic. Truth
be told, though, could a darker skinned
African-American candidate have
been able to capture the hearts, minds,
and votes of so many Americans? I
think not. “The problem of the 20th

century is the problem of the color
line.”
Harry Reid’s comment, and the
reaction to it, puts to rest any notion that
our nation is “post-racial.” We remain
racial, and we are not above using race
for political gain. Thus the Republicans,
who could likely care less about this
comment, but more about weakening
Democrats, are looking for blood. The
party whose renegade Vice Presidential
nominee, Sarah Palin, was blatantly
racial during her campaign, but never
reigned in, is suddenly offended by
Reid’s comments, which are mild by
their standards. Michael Steele, who
has implored his party to reach out to
people of color, to no avail, is mired in
hypocrisy when he calls for Reid’s resignation. Post-racial? We aren’t there
yet.
There is plenty to say about race
and Democrats, as well. For all the
supposed liberalism of the President’s
party, many were disparaging of
President Obama’s candidacy.
President Bill Clinton was furious,
derisive, and turned South Carolina
away from Senator Hilary Clinton with
his ill-advised comments about
President Obama. According to the
same authors who outed Harry Reid,
he told Senator Ted Kennedy, “A few
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years ago, this guy would have been
getting us coffee.”
Vice President Joe Biden, just three
years ago, made comments not too
different from Reid’s, "I mean, you got
the first mainstream African-American
who is articulate and bright and clean
and a nice-looking guy.” How condescending! And yet how real and how
reflective of the way many whites feel
about African-American people. I don’t
know how often an accomplished
African-American is described as
“articulate” as if it is possible to be inarticulate and also a television commentator, a corporate leader, or an educator.
This is subtle racism, but those AfricanAmericans who get along, manage, like
President Obama, not to appear too
outraged at these comments. Biden,
Clinton, and Reid have gotten away
with their comments because Obama is
magnanimous and others are magnanimous in his stead. We say we know
their intent, and it is not ill. Still, the
words are inappropriate and they sting.
We know what is in their hearts,
but we also know what came out of
their mouths. Their words suggest that
WEB DuBois was painfully right. We
are still stuck on the color line in these
United States.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
MLK Candlelight Vigil
To Be Held At Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African-American
History Museum

ST. PETERSBURG - The St.
Petersburg Dr. Martin Luther
Ki n g J r. Com memorative
Committee and the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African-American
History Museum have partnered
to bring the public the 2010 MLK
Jr. Candlelight Vigil. The MLK
Vigil and free program will take
place on Sunday, Jan. 17, at the
museum, beginning at 6:00 p.m.
You are invited to celebrate the
accomplishments of Dr. King in
the museum’s historic Legacy
Gardens. It is believed that the
public will remember the sacrifices of former and current civil
rights activists and understand

Dr. King’s positive influence
throughout the years.
Ty n a M i d d l e t o n ,
Commemorative Committee
member states, “The Candlelight
Vigil is an opportunity to reflect
upon how far we have come, and
where we need to go. It’s really a
time for us to think about what
each of us needs to do individually and collectively to move
forward toward human
harmony.”
During the Candlelight Vigil
speakers will include State
Representative Darryl Rouson
a n d M a y o r B i l l F o s t e r.
Entertainment will be provided

by the St. Petersburg Baha’i
Singers and a New Orleans style
jazz offering by the Al Downing
Tampa Bay Jazz Association, and
more.
Please join the museum’s
B o ard o f Di rect o rs , M L K
Commemorative Committee,
staff and volunteers in honoring
the life and legacy of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. during the MLK
Candlelight Vigil. The museum
is located at 2240 Ninth Avenue
South, in St. Petersburg. Call the
museum’s office at (727) 3231104 for more information or
visit the website at www.woodsonmuseum.org.

First Annual Academy Prep
Center Of St. Petersburg Open
House And Soul Food Dinner
ST. PETERSB UR G Head of School Dr. Keturah
Mills cordially invites you to
attend the First Annual
Academy Prep Open House
and Soul Food Dinner,
Sunday, Jan. 24, 3–5 p.m. at
Academy Prep Center of St.
Petersburg Campus, 2301
22nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg,
FL 33712.
This event is planned for
families
with
students
currently enrolled in 3rd, 4th,

and 5th grades. Please join us
to “break bread”, visit the
campus, and meet students
from Academy Prep. Please
RSVP by Jan. 21 by contacting Director of Community
Relations, Lynette L. Davis, at
727-322-0800, ext. 2104, or
727-365-1295,
or
email
ldavis@academyprep.org.
A current report card is
required to receive a complimentary dinner ticket.
Academy Prep Center of

St. Petersburg is a private,
middle school for children
who qualify for need-based
scholarships and have the
ability and desire to succeed in
a rigorous academic program.
Scholarships are provided
through the generous
donations of individuals,
foundations, and corporations
throughout the community.
For more information, visit
www.academyprep.org or call
727-322-0800.

St. Petersburg Hosts Extensive
Lineup Of MLK Events

• The 30th Annual MLK
Essay Contest Finals – Thursday,
January 14. High school students
make their final oratorical presentations at the Enoch Davis Center,
1111 18th Ave. S., 7 p.m. This
event is free and open to the
public. Co-sponsored by the MLK
Commemorative Celebration
Committee Inc. and Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity, Inc. of St.
Petersburg. For more information,
please contact: Wanda Mitchell at
727-893-7803 or 893-7134.
• The 25th Annual MLK
Drum Major for Justice Awards
Banquet will be held Friday,
January 15, at the Hilton, St.
Petersburg Bayfront, 333 First St.
S., 7 p.m. It is the official opening
of MLK week in Florida, with
Louisiana State Senator Cleo
Fields, keynote speaker. Tickets,
$35, available at Enoch Davis
Center. Contact: MLKholiday
legacy@gmail.com or MLK
Holiday & Legacy office, 727327-0085.
• The 25th Annual MLK

National Drum Major for Justice
Battle of the Bands & Drum Line
Extravaganza will be held
Sunday, January 17, at Tropicana
Field, One Tropicana Drive. 6
p.m. Performers will include
college and high school marching
bands from six states. Tickets: $10
and $15 (VIP seating). Purchase
tickets at Ticketmaster locations
(1-800-745-3000), Tropicana
Field Box Office, Looking Good
Men's Fashions (St. Petersburg,
Tampa, Bradenton), Enoch Davis
Center (1111 18th Ave. S.), or
Norvell Quick Market (St. Pete).
For more information, visit
www.mlknationalparade.org.
• The NCNW 24th Annual
MLK Leadership Breakfast will
be held on Monday, January 18, at
The Coliseum, 535 Fourth Ave.
N., 7:30 a.m. “Remember!
Celebrate! Act! A Day On, Not a
D a y O ff ! ” D r. C r y s t a l
Kuykendall, keynote speaker. $25
per person. For more information,
co n t a c t : D i a n n e S p e i g h t s ,
National Council of Negro

Women/NCNW St. Petersburg
Metropolitan Section, 727-8962922 or 403-0144.
• The 25th Annual MLK
Drum Major For Justice National
Parade will be held Monday,
January 18. The event starts at
11:00 a.m; NOTE NEW START
TIME FOR PARADE THIS
YEAR. The parade Route: begins
at Third Ave. S. and Martin Luther
King St., proceeds north to
Central Ave., east to Bayshore
Drive, and north to Fifth Ave. N.,
disbanding at Vinoy Park.
Contact: MLKholidaylegacy@
gmail.com or MLK Holiday &
Legacy parade office, 727-3270085. For more information about
the MLK Holiday & Legacy
Association’s Drum Major for
Justice awards banquet, band
festival, or parade – contact
the MLK Holiday & Legacy
office at 727-327-0085 or
MLKholidaylegacy@gmail.com;
or visit www.mlknationalparade.org.

Join The Sunstar FirstCare
Ambulance Membership Plan

Applications are now
available for the Sunstar
FirstCare Ambulance
Membership Plan for this
y e a r ’s e n r o l l m e n t p e r i o d
through March 31, 2010.
The Sunstar FirstCare
Ambulance Membership Plan is
a Pinellas County government
program that works with an indi-

vidual’s insurance company to
cover out-of-pocket expenses
associated with medically
necessary ambulance transportation. It covers unlimited
medically necessary transportation, to or from a medical facility
within Pinellas County, offering
protection that may be lacking
with insurance coverage.

Memberships are $45 for an
individual; $70 for the family
plan. Coverage is effective
through March 31, 2011, upon
receipt of a completed membership application and remittance.
For more information, call
(727) 582-2008. Download an
application at www.pinellascounty.org/firstcare.

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

2010 Cadillac CTS
Lease at 39 months

12K Year $3,995.00 plus start up
$339.00 plus tax
M.S.R.P. $37,595.00
plus start up costs. Call for details.

Call Mike Hughes
at

727-450-7446

Includes all rebates and incentives. With
qualifying G.M.A.C. lease due by 06/30/2010.

Dimmitt Cadillac
25191 U.S. Hwy. 19
Clearwater, FL 33763
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Remembrance At USF

TAMPA - During the celebration of his birthday and the
holiday established in his honor,
many in and around the USF
campus are pausing in remembrance and taking part in a full
schedule of events dedicated to
the memory of Dr. King from
Jan. 12th through Jan.
2 1 s t . Speakers, a luncheon, a
day of service, a street festival,
a gospel concert, and a
community parade bring people
together to discuss his ideas and
live the spirit of what he stood
for and represents to millions
around the world. The kick-off
celebration took place Jan. 12th
and continues with a commemorative luncheon Jan. 14th.
But for many, MLK Plaza is
the closet they will get to Dr.
King’s legacy. It is worth
noting that MLK Plaza was first
dedicated in 1982. It was a
project taken on by the USF
Black Student Union and
Student Government. Student
fundraising
efforts
helped
produce and install the original
bust of Dr. King which was put
in place in 1992. Then in 1996,
the statue was recast by artist L.
Ackley-Eacker, shoulders were
added and this version was
placed in the middle of the
trellised walkway where it has
resided to this day. The five
bands of granite radiating from
the statute point to cities that
played a major role in King’s
life. His renowned “I have a
dream” speech is etched on a
granite wall at the far end of the
reflecting pool. MLK Plaza, as

we now know it, was completed
in the spring of 1997.
Students, faculty, and staff
serve on a committee that
organized the following events:
• J a n . 14: M LK
Commemorative Celebration –
the USF Office of Multicultural
Affairs hosts a luncheon from 1
p.m. to 3 p.m. in the Marshall
Student Center Ballroom
• Jan. 15: Daryl Davis,
"Klan-Destine Relationship,"
presented by the University
Lecture Series at 7 p.m. in the
Marshall Stu d en t C en t er
Ballroom
• Jan. 16: Stampede of
Service, organized by the
Center for Leadership and Civic
Engagement – begins at 8 a.m.
with a pep rally, buses leave at 9
a.m. and students return to the
Greek place at noon and
celebrate until 2 p.m.
USF students, faculty and
staff will be participating in:
• Jan. 16: Tampa Bay Black
Heritage "Street Festival" –
takes place in Al Lopez Park
4810 N. Himes Ave. from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. and is free and
open to the public.
• Jan. 17: Tampa Bay Black
Heritage "Jazz/Gospel" in Al
Lopez Park 4810 N. Himes Ave.
This event is free and open to
the public from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
• Jan. 18: MLK Celebration
Community Parade presented
by the City of Tampa and
Hillsborough County from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m.
• Jan. 18: MLK Community
Interfaith Service, hosted by Mt.

Calvary Seventh Day Adventist,
4902 N.40th St., at 4:30 p.m.
includes
• Jan. 19: Alpha Phi Alpha
Candle Light Vigil - hosted by
Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity’s
USF chapter at 4:30 p.m. MLK
Plaza.
• Jan. 21: Tampa Bay Black
Heritage Festival – Movie and
discussion from 6:30 to 10:30
p.m. at the Tampa Theatre.
F o r m o re i n fo rm at i o n
contact the Office of
M u l t i cu l t u ral Affai rs at :
oma@admin.usf.edu or (813)
974-5111.
The University of South
Florida is one of the nation's top
63 public research universities
and one of only 25 public
research universities nationwide
with very high research activity
that is designated as community
en g ag ed b y t h e C arn eg i e
Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching.
USF was awarded $380.4
million in research contracts
and grants in FY 2008/2009.
The university offers 232
degree programs at the undergraduate, graduate, specialist,
and doctoral levels, including
the doctor of medicine. The
USF System has a $1.8 billion
annual budget, an annual
economic impact of $3.2
billion, and serves more than
47,000 students on institutions/
c a m p u s e s i n Ta m p a ,
S t . P et ers b u rg , S aras o t aManatee, and Lakeland. USF is
a member of the Big East
Athletic Conference.

Who Says A Young
Black Man Can’t Succeed

BY J ILL TURRENTINE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

I would like to tell you how
one young, fatherless AfricanAmerican boy made his family
proud and has become a role
model to many.
In 1984 the start of a
beautiful love story began when
Evan’s parents met! What was
love at first sight became a
wonderful marriage, a great
father and husband. Then came
Evan, a beautiful son, but the
happiness was short lived. Evan’s
father was diagnosed with Lou
Gehrig’s disease (ALS). This is a
debilitating disease that has no
cure.
Evan was two when his
father was diagnosed. Over the
next four or so years he would
watch his father deteriorate
before his very eyes as his mother
struggled to give the very best
care to him and his father. His
father was a wonderful person!
Our family truly loved him as a
brother. Eventually, he lost his
fight; only followed by the lost of
our mother had I ever experienced such pain and sorrow! I
remember clearly crying at the
grave site hysterically because I
was not only crying for the loss of
such a wonderful person, but also
for my sister and what would
become of another AfricanAmerican child growing up
without a father.
Fast forward to now! With
the help and guidance of a strong

Evan Winston with his mother Katrisa Winston

mother and family, this young
boy has truly turned out to be a
well rounded young man we can
all be proud of. December 14,
2009, was one of the happiest
days of my life. To be standing
next to the same woman that I
was crying my eyes out for 15
years ago, and to now be crying
tears of pure joy and elation was
very satisfying! To see that same
little boy graduating from one of
the Florida’s most prestigious
Universities
with
honors,
confirmed to me that all things
are possible. His mother
encourage him to never use his
father’s death as an excuse to fail
– but a reason to excel, and bring
honor to his late father’s name.
Well, he did it! He graduated
from Emory Riddle Aeronautical
University-Cum Laude. He

received a Bachelor of Science
degree in Air Traffic
Management and minors in
Human Factors, Homeland
Security, and Psychology. He
completed his degree with a
3.5 GPA while maintaining
sometimes as many as three parttime jobs. Who said young black
males cannot be successful in
spite of adversities.
I hope that this will serve as
an inspiration to not only young
black males but all youth that feel
like giving up sometimes; and, to
the mothers and fathers raising
their children alone. This story
shows that when you stand
behind your children and make
sacrifices for them, they can
succeed! Don’t ever give up!
We are proud of you Evan O.
Winston!

Progress Energy Florida
Asks Public To Reduce
Use Of Electricity
S T. P E T E R S B U R G Because of record demand for
electricity, Progress Energy
Florida is asking the public to
reduce use of electric power
temporarily.
“System demand is
approaching the maximum
capabilities of the system,”
said Glenn S. Dooley, Progress
Energy’s director of the
Energy Control Center. “By
reducing our use of electricity,
we can help ensure an uninterrupted flow of electricity to all
customers. Once this extreme
cold passes, we can resume
normal power use.”
Customers should turn off

unnecessary lights, avoid
using dishwashers, washing
machines and dryers, and
postpone chores involving
electrical equipment. Cooking
can be done with energyefficient microwaves instead
of stoves. Industrial and commercial customers are also
asked to reduce power usage,
as well as residents of communities whose municipal power
system is served by Progress
Energy Florida.
“We expect power demand
to return to normal after temperatures moderate,” Dooley
said. “We know this is an
inconvenience and we appreci-

ate the public’s cooperation
and patience. We’ll announce
when customers can resume
normal power use.”
Customers can monitor the
power situation by tuning in to
local radio stations on batteryoperated radios.
Electricity use across the
state has reached record levels.
Last week, Progress Energy
Florida customers set an
hourly peak-demand record,
using 10,299 megawatt-hours
(MWh) as temperatures
dipped into the 20s throughout
much of the state.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Pinellas County Urban League’s
Career Connection Center

BY KATRISA B. WINSTON
CAREER CORNER

What are Green Jobs?
Recently, there has been an
overwhelming amount of information in the news media,
business and scientific journals,
and television broadcasts discussing the topic of ‘going
green’ initiatives. Defining what
has become one of the most frequently used terms during this
economic recovery has been a
challenge. With this in mind,
last month, the Pinellas County
U r b a n L e a g u e ’s C a r e e r
Connection Center and Pinellas
Technical Education Centers
(PTEC) hosted Saint
Petersburg, Florida’s, 1st Go
Green Career and Technology
Fair. The purpose of this forum
was to solidify collaborations
between local education institutions, vocational-trade schools,
renewable and sustainable
energy businesses and manufacturing entities to inform career
seekers about employment
opportunities and training
programs available in each
respective field. What is meant
by the term ‘green job’? Why
should you be informed about

‘going green’ initiatives? What
can a job seeker do to maximize
employment opportunities in
the workforce? What does the
expression ‘green job’ imply?
According to Phil
Angelides; a green job is
defined as a job that, “… pays
decent wages and benefits that
support a family. It has to be
part of a career path, with
upward mobility. And it needs
to reduce waste and pollution
and benefit the environment.”
Why should job seekers
become more informed about
the transition from the prior
pervasive mentality which
promoted mass production,
consumption, waste, and the
discarding of materials without
regards to the negative impact
this practice has caused to our
environment? The paradigm is
changing; today’s business
model incorporates greater
emphasis on developing environmentally friendly processes
such as: alternative fuels,
renewable energy sources, and
sustainable agriculture productivity. Fundamentally, conservation efforts and alternative
energy focuses on developing
and creating environmentally

friendly buildings, products,
and services. Consequently, this
has created rapid demand for
green skilled employees (solar
panel installers, electricians,
plumbers, waste and water
treatment, sales and marketing,
and engineering).
In fact, the number of
green-collar jobs has increased
and will continue to do so
during the next few decades. As
a job seeker, knowledge is
power—now is the time—the
field for green jobs is ever
increasing. It is recommended
that individuals that are underemployed or unemployed
pursue training to prepare for
this increasing demand for
green employment.
In short, since 2006 over 8.5
million jobs have been created
generating nearly one trillion in
revenue. Why should you be
interested? The blue collar
worker is transforming into the
green collar employee. How so?
The Green Jobs Acts (GJA) of
2007 was executed to provide
ed u cat i o n al t rai n i n g fo r
veterans, displaced worker, atrisk youth, and families in
extreme poverty. These training
programs include: manufactur-

ing and installation of solar
panels; wind-turbines; retrofitting, maintenance and weatherizing of office buildings and
homes. The new emergence of
green collar jobs will have these
positive effects:
Increase of local jobs will
boost economic development,
improve urban and rural communities, protect the health and
environment, and improve the
skills sets of career seekers
through affordable education
and training; most importantly,
it will provide employment that
leads to economic self-sufficiency.
For more information about
the green revolution visit the
following websites:
http://press.employmentguide.com/pressItem.html?item
Ty p e = 1 & i t e m I D = 2 3 2
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gr
een-collar_worker
Also, contact the Pinellas
County Urban League’s Career
Connection Center for more
information about vocational
training programs and green
career opportunities offered in
our communities.

Pinellas GED Graduate Receives
Army Commendation Medal With Valor
And Purple Heart

Private (PV2) Andrew J.
Lansing, from Charlie Troop, 3rd
Squadron,
61st
Cavalry
Regiment, and a 2007-08
Pinellas County Schools GED
graduate, recently earned the
Army Commendation Medal
with Valor and a Purple Heart.
While serving his first month in
Afghanistan, PV2 Lansing’s
platoon was conducting a
mounted patrol when they

encountered an enemy ambush.
PV2 Lansing quickly dismounted his vehicle in direct enemy fire
to rescue two casualties and
move them to safety.
PV2 Lansing, now 18 years
old, was a member of the St.
Petersburg High School Marching
Band from 2006-08 as a trombone
player. He dropped out of high
school in 2008, but enrolled in the
school district’s GED program at

St. Petersburg High School/
Tomlinson Adult Learning Center
and earned his GED in the 2007-08
school year prior to enlisting in the
Army.
PV2 Lansing, who has been
in the Army since June 2008, has
now been accepted into the Army
Ranger School and will begin his
training when he returns from
Afghanistan.
His
mother,
Samantha Sturgeon, states,

“Andrew is talking about going
to college and becoming a
teacher. He would like to share
his experiences and maybe keep
kids, like him, in school.”
For more information,
White,
contact
Quethlyn
Tomlinson Adult Learning
Center GED Instructor, (727)
638-1584 or Dr. Debby
VanderWoude, Director, (727)
893-2723.

COMPANION PLANS

Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to
the beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR
CALL
813-405-5520

ADVERTISERS

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents
St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

Willie “Hot Dog” Hardwick

PLACE YOUR AD IN THE

General Repairs, Roofing, Drywall,
Carpentry, Soffit and Gutters, Painting,
Pressure Cleaning, Plastering,
Hauling, Installing Doors and Windows
Electrical and Plumbing

BUSINESS DIRECTORY!
NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT!

Call (727) 896-2922

No Jobs Too Small

(727) 252-3170 or 867-7242

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Friday, Jan. 15 - MLK, Jr. Drum Major for Justice Awards
Banquet. Hilton, 333 1st St. S. 7 p.m. Keynote speaker
former Congressman and State Senator Cleo Fields of
Baton Rouge, LA. www.mlknationalparade.org.

Saturday, Jan. 16 - Women’s Health and Motivation
Conference, Enoch Davis Center, 1111 18th Ave. S. 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. www.thegatheringofwomen.com or 727-3218825.

Sunday, Jan. 17 - 25th Annual MLK, Jr. Drum Major For
Justice Ecumenical Service and Candlelight Vigil. Location
TBA. 4 p.m. www.mlknationalparade.org.
M o n d a y, J a n . 1 8 - 2 4 t h A n n u a l M L K , J r .
NCNW Leadership Awards Breakfast. Coliseum,
535 4th St. N. 7:30 a.m. www.ncnwstpete@yahoo.com or
call 727-403-0144.
Wednesday, Jan. 20 - Yoga at Boyd, Boyd Hill Nature
P r e s e r v e , 11 0 1 C o u n t r y C l u b W a y S . N o o n .
www.stpete.org/boyd or 727-893-7326. Breathe in the
fresh air and the beauty of Boyd Hill Nature Preserve with
a 60-minute relaxing yoga practice. Appropriate for all
levels of physical fitness. Every Wednesday.
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Don’t Stop Dreaming?

On January 15, 1929, many might agree that
the birth of a baby boy in the home of Martin
Luther King Sr. and Alberta Williams King
would revolutionize and change the world. His
mother was a teacher long before he started
school and educated him on prejudice and the
wars, and laws that legally ended slavery and
bondage but showed him that hatred was ever
present.
His father was a preacher and very instrumental in assisting black men obtain jobs and
getting equal pay. He had a life changing experience as a young boy with racism and discrimination that was probably a major catalyst for his
involvement at the helm of the civil rights
movement. He and his teacher were sitting in
the front of the bus, on their way to a debate at a
school. The bus began to fill and the bus driver
asked them to move to the back. They refused.
The bus driver cussed the teacher out and made
her cry. It was then, that he was determined to
fight prejudice.
He matriculated at Morehouse College
receiving a B. A. degree and later received his
doctorate degree from Boston University.
In
Boston, he met his love and married Coretta Scott
and to that union 4 children were born. Years later
he became pastor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist
church. He led the Montgomery Boycott which
eventually led to blacks and whites riding the bus
as equals. He served as president of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, an organization
formed to provide new leadership for the civil
rights movement. From 1957 thru 1968, he
traveled over six million miles and spoke over
twenty-five hundred times, appearing wherever
there was injustice, protest, and action; and
meanwhile he wrote five books as well as
numerous articles. During this time, he was
arrested; and that is where his famous “Letter

from a Birmingham Jail”, a manifesto of the
Negro revolution was written.
He coordinated the peaceful march on
Washington D. C., where he delivered his famed
“I Have a Dream” speech to 250,000 people.
One of the highlights of his life, was to receive
the distinguished Nobel Peace Prize of which he
gave the prize money to continue the thrust of
the civil rights movement.
On April 4, 1968, the life of this great
dreamer was taken by an assassin’s bullet. This
dreamer was taken, but our dreams should not
be. Some might say he lost his life so that the
world, especially African-Americans, would
continue dreaming. I admonish all people to
hold onto your dreams. Because of the life and
dreams of Martin Luther King Jr., we can be
anything we dare to be. If that is going to
college, excelling in your profession, mastering
in the arts, owning a car, a house, building a
family, traveling the world, meeting new people,
or discovering new things about yourself.
Whatever that dream is, pursue it. Don’t let
anything or anybody stop you from dreaming,
and after dreaming don’t let anyone stop you
from accomplishing your dream. Many have
taken advantage of the now, National Martin
Luther King Jr. Holiday, that will be celebrated
on Monday January 18; but have no idea of the
sacrifices and pain that Martin Luther King, Jr.
suffered and endured because of his dream.
As we attend parades, marches, breakfasts,
and celebrations surrounding and commemorating the life of this great dreamer, let’s remember
not to stop dreaming. Let’s encourage others to
dream, to pursue, and to accomplish. We should
be eternally grateful for Dr. King’s dream and
should now be focusing on our on. Thank you
for reading, and I hope you have enjoyed your
time OUT&ABOUTW/Steve.

The Pinellas County Urban League Guild
Presents Rhythm and Blues Icon
JEFFREY OSBORNE
and Comedian Davell Taylor
The Pinellas County Urban League Guild is proud to announce
singer/songwriter Jeffrey Osborne as the headliner and comedian
Davell Taylor as its opening act for its Pre-Valentine Day benefit
concert, which takes place Friday, February 12, 2010, at 8:00 p.m. at
the Progress Energy Center for the Arts Mahaffey Theater. Proceeds
from this event will benefit the initiatives of the Pinellas County
Urban League.
With a name that’s become synonymous with smooth, soul
ballads and a career that spans three decades, Osborne possesses one
of R&B’s most iconic voices. Ever since 1976, when he moved up from
behind the drum kit to fulfill lead vocal duties for his first band,
L.T.D., Osborne’s distinct baritone has provided the anchor on one
legendary hit song after another. And when he struck out on his own
with his 1982 self-titled solo debut, Osborne would forever leave his
mark on modern soul music.
He has been hailed as “one of R&B and pop’s best vocalists” and
described
as having an “unmistakable voice” that epitomizes “that
Jeffrey Osborne
classic baritone sound that defines some of the best ballads of the 1970s
and ‘80s,” Osborne’s lineage stretches back to big band jazz. The son of a trumpet player who backed the likes of Duke
Ellington, Count Basie, and Lionel Hampton, Osborne bridged the gap between classic 1960s-style R&B and its more funkand pop-based incarnations in the 1970s and beyond. His warm voice over the airwaves provided the soundtrack to many of
our fondest memories.
It is one thing to embed yourself in the collective consciousness and another altogether to remain at the head of the pack.
Osborne isn’t merely a classic; his work has stood the test of time. Fortunately, his ageless, velvety voice is showcased on
stunning latter-day albums such as his latest, the just-released Greatest Hits Live! Even as Osborne takes the listener on a
journey through his classic catalog, he sounds as vital and contemporary as ever, clearly standing tall as one of the enduring
architects of today’s R&B.
Opening act, Davell Taylor is one of Tampa Bay’s most talented and rising comedic performers. His alluring stage
presence and musical capabilities immediately captures the attention of audiences – leaving them rolling in laughter. Davell
is renowned for his impersonations, animated jokes, musical parodies, and political satire. His interpretive themes make him
an instant favorite with any audience. Performing since 2005, Davell has already opened for greats such as Earthquake, Aries
Spears, Charlie Murphy, and Mr. Brown from the “Meet the Browns” TV Show. Davell will also be featured on a new gospel
comedy series on BET called “A TIME TO LAUGH” premiering in January 2010! His distinct brand of performing has landed
him on the stages of several prominent entertainment venues, including nightclubs, colleges and churches, in major cities along
the east coast. Davell has become a regular fixture at the Tampa Improv and in April of 2009 was the winner of LMAO Comedy
Competition which has landed him an exclusive in PULSE magazine. Young, talented, gifted, energetic, and handsome, Davell
continues to be a trendsetter - wooing audiences across the board.
For additional information and sponsorship opportunities,
please call 727 631-2385. Tickets on sale at all Ticketmaster locations (www.ticketmaster.com)
and at The Mahaffey Theater box office. Tickets are priced at $35, $50, and $75.

MLK
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Farris, president of NCNW.
“The needs in St. Petersburg
are particularly great right
now, and service is a key part
of the solution.”
“By using the King
Holiday as a springboard for
service throughout the year, we
can help realize Dr. King’s
dream and renew our communities and country,” said
Nicola Goren, Acting CEO of
the Corporation for National
and Community Service. “The
King Day of Service is a
reminder that America is made
stronger when citizens come
together and that service is
integral to meeting national

KING
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State College in Savannah. It
was there she taught adults for
a short period of time before
making her way to St.
Petersburg, FL, in 1939.
In St. Petersburg, King
found work as a maid and used
that one job to provide and
educate her daughters. In
1940, she became a member of
St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church and still remains their
oldest and most faithful
member.
It is at St. Mark, that King
has tirelessly devoted herself
to her mission of service. She
is a true woman of God whose
actions and words are the
complete embodiment of
God’s love.

challenges.”
The National Council of
Negro Women, Inc. (NCNW)
is a council of national African
American women’s organizations and community-based
sections. Founded in 1935, the
NCNW mission is to lead,
develop, and advocate for
women of African descent as
they support their families and
communities. NCNW fulfills
this purpose through research,
a d v o c a c y, n a t i o n a l a n d
community-based
services,
and programs on issues of
health, e d u c a t i o n ,
and
ec o n o m i c empowerment in
the United States and Africa.
With its 39 national affiliates
and more than 240 sections,
NCNW is a 501(c)3 organiza-

tion with an outreach to nearly
four million women. For more
information about NCNW,
please contact us by calling
727-865-6556, e m a i l
at
n c n w s t p e t e @ yahoo.com,
or visit ncnw.org. for more
information.
The Corporation for
National and Community
Service is a federal agency that
engages more than five million
Americans in service each year
through its core programs,
Senior Corps, AmeriCorps,
and Learn and Serve America,
which leads President
Obama’s national call to
service initiative, United We
S e r v e . Vi s i t N a t i o n a l
Service.gov for more information.

When asked what her
hobbies are she commented,
“Praying, reading my Bible
and Sunday school lessons,
singing, smiling, walking, and
talking with children and
adults.” She is always
pleasant, never complains, and
always gives a kind word. And
when asked about her secret of
longevity,
she
remarked,
“Staying in constant prayer, I
never smoked or drank,
walking frequently, good communication and treating others
as I wish to be treated.”
“She is the Queen of our
family and the keeper of our
dreams past, present, and
future,” her family expressed.
Margaret Oliver King is the
proud mother of Carolyn L.
Macon and the late Hillis
Gardner-Williams. She is a

caring grandmother of three
grand-daughters and loving
great grandmother to five
children. She is a loving
godmother to the McNeal
family and has adopted
countless other children as her
own.
When asked, “Queen
Margaret” how are you doing
today? She never ceases to tell
you her famous quote: “I’m
doing fine, for a young girl.”
As she and her family make
preparations for her upcoming
100th Birthday, there is much
anticipation and joy to witness
history in the making. For
more information on the
Centennial Celebration celebrating the Love, Life, and
Legacy of Margaret Olivia
King, contact Carolyn Macon
(727) 327-2228.

WWW.THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER.COM
CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

“It’s all taken care of”

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for – it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings – What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

PLEASE
Support
Our
Advertisers

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Emmitt Smith

Emmitt James Smith III
(born May 15, 1969, in
Pensacola, Florida) is a former
American football player. He
played for the Dallas Cowboys
and Arizona Cardinals and is
the NFL's all-time rushing
leader, a record formerly held
by his childhood hero, Walter
Payton. He is the only running
back to ever win a Super Bowl
championship, the NFL Most
Valuable Player award, the
NFL rushing crown, and the
Super Bowl Most Valuable
Player award all in the same
season (1993). He is also one
of four running backs to lead
the NFL in rushing three or
more consecutive seasons,
joining Steve Van Buren, Jim
Brown, and Earl Campbell.
While playing for the
Cowboys, Smith, Troy Aikman,
and Michael Irvin were "The
Triplets" who led their team to
three Super Bowl championships during the 1990s.
Des pite his co llegia te
success, some NFL teams still
felt that Smith was too small
and slow for the pro game. He
fell to the 17th pick in the first
round, when he was picked by
the Dallas Cowboys, who
traded up to draft him.
Emmitt Smith was the first
player in NFL history to have
five consecutive seasons with
over 1,400 rushing yards.
Smith, Jim Brown, and
LaDainian Tomlinson are the
only players with seven straight
10-touchdown seasons to start
their careers. With 1,021
rushing yards in 2001, Smith
became the first player in NFL
history with 11 consecutive
1,000 yard seasons and the first
to post 11, 1,000-yard rushing
seasons in a career. He is the
NFL's all-time leader in
rushing attempts with 4,409.
Smith currently holds the
NFL record in career rushing
yards with 18,355 breaking the
previous record held by Walter
Payton, on October 27, during
the 2002 NFL season. He leads
all running backs with 164
career rushing touchdowns,
and his 175 total touchdowns
ranks him second only to Jerry
Rice's 207 touchdowns. The
sum of his rushing yards,
receiving yards (3,224), and

Shape Of Jazz To Come Hananeel!

fumble return yards (-15), gave
him a total of 21,564 yards
from the line of scrimmage,
making him one of only four
players in NFL history to
eclipse the 21,000-combined
yards mark.
Smith also accumulated a
number of NFL postseason
records, including rushing
touchdowns (19), consecutive
games with a rushing
touchdown (9), and 100-yard
rushing games (7). His 1,586
yards rushing is also top on the
NFL postseason chart, and he
shares the total playoff
touchdown mark of 21 with
Thurman Thomas. With the
Cowboys, Smith won three
Super Bowl rings and rushed
for over 100 yards in two of
those games, Super Bowl
XXVII (108 yards and a
touchdown, along with 6 receptions for 27 yards), and Super
Bowl XXVIII (132 yards and
two touchdowns, along with 4
receptions for 26 yards). Smith
received the Super Bowl MVP
award for Super Bowl XXVIII,
becoming the only Cowboys
running back ever to win the
award out of all their Super
Bowl wins.
Smith is one of only five
NFL players who have
amassed over 10,000 careerrushing yards and 400 career
receptions. Emmitt Smith and
Jerry Rice are the only two
non-kickers to score 1000
points in a career.
As a runner, Smith was
consistently effective, though

not dazzling in style. "(Smith)
darted, slithered, and followed
his blockers, and squeezed yard
after yard out of plays that
didn't have any yards in them.
He didn't look especially fast or
powerful or blindingly deceptive,
yet he couldn't be stopped."
Smith was noted for being a
very d u rab l e b ack wi t h
excellent vision, tremendous
leg strength, and great balance,
and was known as one of the
best second-effort runners ever.
Smith was also a reliable
recei v er an d an ex cel l en t
blocker in pass protection.
During his career, he was
often compared to Detroit
Lions Hall of Fame running
back Barry Sanders as both
men were extremely successful
for their respective teams and
combined for 8 rushing titles
during the 1990s. Some give
Smith the edge for his consistent "north-south" style that
took full advantage of Dallas'
talented offensive line, while
some think Sanders' spectacular running style with sudden
changes of direction made him
a better back. Observers agree,
though, that both Smith and
Sanders were among the
greatest players to ever play the
game.
In 1999, while he was still
playing and three years before
becoming the game's all-time
rushing yardage leader, Smith
was ranked number 68 on The
Sporting News' list of the 100
Greatest Football Players.

Just a few short months ago, I
received two emails on the same
day. One email was from a friend
living in St. Louis, Missouri. The
other also originated from St.
Louis but came from someone
named Leland Crenshaw, who I
did not know. Perhaps, you’re
wondering why I’m beginning
this week’s article with this tidbit.
It’s only to say how amazing it is
how the music business can
provide the opportunity to expand
one’s contacts all over the United
States and beyond. Since, the
very first day I began the concert
promotion business, I have been
contacted by jazz musicians from
as far away as Bar-le-duc
(France), Lima (Peru), Rio de
Janeiro (Brazil), and many more
exotic places, including of course,
many from the United States.
The email from my St. Louis
friend was actually an introduction
to a (Contemporary) jazz group
known as “HANANEEL” that she
had met at a local Business
Opportunity Conference. It was
her opinion that they played well
enough that I might be interested in
connecting with them to discuss
the possibility of a concert performance in St. Petersburg.
Coincidentally, Leland Crenshaw’s
email was his introduction to me as
the leader of the (Contemporary)
jazz band “HANANEEL”, the
band my friend was talking about.
Now, all I had to do was to connect
with Crenshaw, which we did
within a few days of my receiving
his email.
My friend was “On the
money!” This is a swinging band.
I first listened to the group on the
Internet, liked the sound, and then
requested a CD. When I received
the CD, I must have played it all
day. It has the kind of sound that
puts you in a groove. It’s one of the
few CDs that I can listen to and
work at the same time. The CD is
titled “HANANEEL.” If you’re

like me, my first question was what
in the world does the title name
mean? I was completely baffled,
much less having a problem pronouncing it. I checked and found
the meaning on the CDs
inside cover. You’ll love it …
HANANEEL is Hebraic for “God
is gracious” followed by a
statement by the band “…represents the collaborative efforts of
God’s grace and six of the most
innovative minds in music today.
The result just isn’t music, but a
true listening experience as influences from jazz, fusion, rock,
gospel, and funk merge together in
a captivating work of art.”
The group is comprised of six
very talented musicians: Kenny
Phelps, drums; Hamilton Hardin,
saxophone/guitar; Keith Phelps,
keyboards; Gerald “Peppy” Smith,
keyboards; Keith Phelps, Sr., Bass;
and Leland Crenshaw, guitar. They
have all at one time or another
shared the stage with such
musicians as Terrance Blanchard,
Slide Hampton, Wycliffe Gordon,
Eartha Kitt, Dave Koz, Lamont
Dozier, and others too many to list.
HANANEEL has been performing at jazz fests, jazz clubs,
and churches. When asked why
perform in church, their response,
“Even though our music is fusion
jazz, we’re all Christian based and
many people find our music
moving
and
inspirational.”
Personally, my hat is off to this
group; not only because their
music is good, but because of their
spirituality and acknowledgement
that their talents are heavenly gifts.
Here’s what they say … “All
thanks and praise to the Lord Jesus
Christ who displayed his awesome
grace in giving us the talents we
possess. We will use them to serve
and honor Him always, and never
take them for granted.” How can
you not embrace a group that
believes like this?
Thus far, I’ve written mostly

about the group, and not about the
music. I enjoy how their compositions seem to be focused,
striking a beautiful balance
between rhythm and melodies,
and then subtly building into
melodious climaxes. In most of
their original tunes, there is so
much musical information jampacked into the first several
minutes of their performances that
it was difficult for me to comprehend that there was more to come.
Listening to the 2nd cut on the
CD “Good Morning”, I could hear
how the rhythm section was
driving the music, particularly
with the lively bass beat and the
funky run by the keyboards, and
then laying back with a few choice
exploding chords. Drummer man
begins to drop bombs, along with
the saxophonist playing fleet riffs
up and down pentatonic scales,
and repeating the major lick da …
da … da … da … da … bam!
Believe it or not, I wanted to shout
“halleluiah” especially when they
met at their agreed upon musical
crossroad.
Somebody, please
have mercy!
No more! You’ve got to
purchase the CD for your own
enjoyment. Trust me, you’ll be
glad you did. Imagine yourself
dancing around the house, as if on
Cloud 9. That’s the frame of mine
HANANEEL will put you in.
You may purchase their CD –
“Hananeel” from iTunes or
Amazon on Demand. Then you
can play it again, and again, and
…you know what I mean!
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website at:
rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me
at JazzJamm@aolcom. You may
also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s
Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

HOROSCOPES
JANUARY 14 - JANUARY 20, 2010
ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

This could turn out to be the most argument-filled week you've had for a
while. Your feelings could be deeply
hurt if you try to force your sense of
rightness off on anyone else. Chill.
Remember that in the past when people were cantankerous you could find
pleasure in nature, or animals.

You are often superb at exercising good
judgment and rational decision-making.
Yet sometimes you are rash. Flip to the
observant side of your mentality this
week. You will soon find yourself in a
situation where there will be strife if you
are not careful.

Being stubborn won't get the job done.
Work with others so they can work for
you. Your ideas are not always the best
ideas, so don't push them too hard this
week. You might find yourself in an
awkward position with no allies. Give in
to your emotional needs and don't be
afraid to let your guard down.

TAURUS
Your good will and intentions towards
others will reap you an inheritance of
abundance and wealth. You will be
blessed with many good wishes and
enjoy them in the company of family
and friends.

GEMINI
Your dignity and composure is a sure
asset this week. Be Mr. or Ms. Cool
Breeze. In touchy situations you have
the ability to maintain a high level of
emotional balance and a calm disposition. Use these qualities to the fullest
this week. You have the know-how to
re-direct negative feelings into a positive solution.

CANCER
Start this week to make a difference for
tomorrow. You can determine the prosperity of your future by making difficult
decisions in the present. Rearrange
your priorities and decide what are the
important things to you. Make a list.
Write them down and act on it now!

VIRGO
Just to prove to yourself once again
how lucky you are you should fly into
the face of bad predictions. Gamble this
week in business, relationships, love something. Remain truly confident that
things will come out in a way that will
satisfy you.

LIBRA
Move through your social environments
and festive occasions this week without
stopping even for a little while to listen
to rumors. Rumors are often untrue.
And for goodness sake believe only
good things about friends and your
lover.

SCORPIO
Keep focused. Your energies are likely
to be spread out this week. Your attention is likely to be pulled in many directions. Let yourself be seduced by the
things that interest you most.
Concentrate on your affairs. Others
need you, but they can wait.

CAPRICORN
Your self-confidence is making you
glow all over! People are attracted to
your outlook this week, and you may be
deluged with offers. Some may not be
sincere, but trust your fabulous instincts
and you'll pick and choose what's real
for you.

AQUARIUS
Find motivation within yourself to complete a task that has been hanging
around too long. You will want to play
later in the week, and you'll feel happier
then with a clear mind. Remember that
you’re the boss of your emotions.

PISCES
This week will bring a tendency to dwell
on a past betrayal. Your feelings of suspicion are well founded. However, do
not personalize it. Work against the
harmful act but not against the person
who committed it.

23 47 16
PICK OF THE WEEK!

545
247
659

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
5-7 3-1
6-2 7-4
1-8 4-5

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Carroll ‘Fired Up,’ Can't Wait To Start
Coaching Seahawks

Pete Carroll

RENTON, Wash. (AP) - Pete
Carroll took over as the new
coach and executive vice
president
of
the
Seattle
Seahawks on Tuesday with an
authority that he said mirrors the
latitude Southern California
gave him to restore its dynasty.
“They have embraced my
approach in a manner in which
they want to wipe the path clear
and give me the clearest opportunity to bring everything that I
have to offer. That's really what I
was looking for, the trust and
belief from the top of the organization,” Carroll said a day after
his public farewell from USC.
“They don't have an agenda
of how they want their football
played. They want me to do that.
That's exactly and precisely
what I was looking for.”
Carroll was breathless while
describing how he snared the
exact opportunity he's always
wanted in the NFL -- but never
thought he'd get after New
England fired him following
three seasons as coach through
1999.

“I am so fired up to be here
today. Right from the beginning,
they undersold. This is a tremendous place to come to work,”
Carroll said moments after
Seahawks CEO Tod Leiweke
led him on a tour of the
Seahawks' luxurious headquarters for the first time.
Absorbing the scene and
what the riches of Seahawks
owner Paul Allen are affording
him, Carroll said: “It's really
almost dreamlike for me.”
The coach who went 97-19
with two national championships and seven consecutive
Pac-10 titles while at USC wore
a dark blue suit and paisley tie
patterned in Seahawks green and
blue.
The look was new. The
Seahawks promise his role will
be familiar. “As guys get other
jobs around the league, there
isn't always that level of trust
and communication from the top
down, and there isn't always that
willingness to let you do exactly
what you feel and how you
should do it. That's what I've
been given here and I can't tell
you how excited I am about
that,” Carroll said. “That is what
I had at 'SC, and is when I've had
my best success.”
Carroll had a quick answer
for questions on why he is better
suited for the NFL now than he
was while going 6-10 for the
New York Jets in 1994 and 2721 with two playoff appearances
in three seasons with New
England.
“Seasons and seasons have
gone by,” Carroll said. “I've

grown through this experience
and I know so much more
clearly where I'm coming from. I
was not at my best in New York.
I can't tell you how far I was
then from where I am now. I was
not at my best in New England. I
think the Seahawks are benefiting now on what I went through... So
I'm not the same, hopefully I'm
better.” The pace of his first day
matched the rapid-fire pace of
his words.
Leiweke confirmed Carroll
is getting authority on whom the
Seahawks hire as their new
general manager. Carroll and
Leiweke were to conduct an
afternoon interview with Omar
Khan, a contract administrator
with the Pittsburgh Steelers.
Former Tennessee Titans
GM Floyd Reese is also
scheduled to interview, along
with New York Giants personnel
man Marc Ross and Green Bay
executive John Schneider.
Leiweke said Carroll will
work for but “shoulder to
shoulder” with the new GM, and
Carroll may have the final say
on the hiring, depending on who
the final candidate is.
The idea is to build a far
more harmonious relationship
than the fractured one that
existed between former coach
Mike Holmgren, who was also
Seattle's GM from 1999-2002,
and GM and president Tim
Ruskell, whom the Seahawks
forced to resign last month
before the team finished 5-11.
Carroll is also assembling
his staff, which will use the
same principles and even play

terminology Carroll used at
USC. He said he was eager to
get done with his news conference so he could run to call Alex
Gibbs. Carroll wants Gibbs to be
his assistant head coach in
charge of the linemen who will
use the zone run-blocking upon
which Carroll wants to base his
Seahawks offense.
Carroll is also bringing USC
offensive coordinator Jeremy
Bates to Seattle, presumably to
do the same job with the
Seahawks. USC linebackers
coach Ken Norton Jr. and
offensive line coach Pat Ruel are
also expected to join Carroll in
Seattle.
NFL Network's Jason La
Canfora reports that New
Mexico State coach DeWayne
Walker remains a top candidate
to become Carroll’s defensive
coordinator, according to league
sources. Walker was the first
coach that Carroll hired when he
was first hired at USC in 2001.
One thing Carroll said won't
change on offense is the quarterback. Carroll said he is excited
to have one with as much experience as 34-year-old Matt
Hasselbeck. He emphasized that
the three-time Pro Bowler is
healthy after playing through a
bad back, broken ribs, and a sore
passing shoulder as Seattle
limped to a 9-23 record since its
last playoff game in January
2008.
Seattle fired coach Jim Mora
on Friday after less than 12
months on the job, at the end of
the Seahawks' worst two-year
stretch since 1992-93.

Packers CB Woodson Voted Defensive
Player Of The Year

Charles Woodson

NEW YORK (AP) - In his
own view, Charles Woodson put
together his best professional
season in 2009. How appropriate, then, that he is The
Associated Press 2009 NFL
Defensive Player of the Year.
The versatile Woodson tied
for the league lead with nine
interceptions, returning three for
touchdowns, and was a key to
the Packers' turnaround on
defense. His role in Green Bay's
ranking second in overall
defense, first in interceptions
(30), takeaways (40), and
turnover margin (plus-24),
earned Woodson 28 votes
Tuesday from a nationwide
panel of 50 sports writers and
broadcasters who cover the
NFL.

“Yeah, it's the best,”
Woodson said of his performance this season. “There's no
question about it. I was hesitant
to say it early on this year; just
consistent play, playing at a high
level every week, turnovers,
playing multiple positions and
playing them well. Combine that
with just going out there and
having fun, and this is definitely
the best.”
He doubled the number of
votes for New York Jets cornerback Darrelle Revis in becoming
the first Green Bay winner since
Reggie White in 1998 and just
the second Packer in the 36-year
history of the award.
Woodson, the 1997 Heisman
Trophy recipient, is the first cornerback chosen top defensive
player since Deion Sanders in
1994.
He got the honor in great
part because of the way he
anchored a defense in transition.
Woodson was used in a variety
of ways by new defensive coordinator Dom Capers as Green
Bay made the switch to a 3-4. At
times, the unit was shaky except for Woodson, who played
the role of cover cornerback,
blitzer, run-stuffer and ballhawk.
“Any time you go out there
on the field, you go out there to
win the game, of course,"

Woodson said, “but you go out
there to be consistent and a
reliable player. And that's what
that award is. You go out there,
you can make plays and can
continue to make them through
the season and you're mentioned
as far as being Defensive Player
of the Year, you know you're
doing some things right.”
The Packers went 11-5
during the season, including
taking seven of eight games in
the second half of the schedule
to secure an NFC wild-card
berth. In that span, Green Bay
allowed 15.6 points per game.
Take away a last-second 37-36
loss to Pittsburgh, and the
number becomes a minuscule
11.4.
Woodson had 63 unassisted
tackles and 18 assists, according
to the Packers, plus 21 passes
defensed, four forced fumbles
and one recovery, two sacks for
18 yards and three quarterback
hits.
“I've said it before, he's had
two or three games that I can't
imagine any defensive player in
the league having better games,”
said Capers, who also coached
Rod Woodson (1993) and Jason
Taylor (2006) when they won
the award. “I think it speaks
volumes when he was player of
the month in September and

came back and got player of the
month again (in November).”
In his third season, Revis
established himself as the
league's premier cornerback,
taking away such prime threats
as Steve Smith, Randy Moss,
Andre Johnson, Terrell Owens,
Chad Ochocinco, and Marques
Colston. He had six picks,
returning one for a TD.
Jets coach Rex Ryan was
upset that Revis didn't win.
“It's unfortunate in that you
can't get a higher individual
award than that award,” Ryan
said. “Hopefully, he's a young,
talented player, but you can't
take anything for granted.
“This, in my opinion, was
the best year a corner has ever
had, the most impact a corner
has ever had in the National
Football League. That's my
opinion. Apparently, that wasn't
how everybody felt.”
Denver Broncos linebacker
Elvis Dumervil, who led the
league in sacks, and New
Orleans Saints safety Darren
Sharper, who tied with Woodson
for the interceptions lead and
also ran back three for scores,
each received three votes.
Minnesota Vikings defensive
end Jared Allen received the
other two votes.
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Packers Kampman
Bouncing Back

Aaron Kampman

BY CHRIS JENKINS

GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP)
Green Bay Packers linebacker
Aaron Kampman says the
rehabilitation work on his
injured left knee is ahead of
schedule and he expects to be
ready for the beginning of
training camp.
Now he just needs to
figure out where he'll be
playing next season.
Kampman, a two-time Pro
Bowl selection for the
Packers, has played all eight of
his NFL seasons in Green Bay.
But he's scheduled to become
a free agent and his future with
the team remains unclear.
“Obviously, this is the
only place I've been and it'd be
great to continue my career
here,” Kampman said Monday
in the wake of Green Bay's 5145 overtime playoff loss at
Arizona. “But we'll see what
happens.”
While Green Bay might be
a familiar environment for
Kampman, his 2009 season
was awkward at times. New
defensive coordinator Dom

Capers scrapped the Packers'
4-3 defensive scheme and
installed his version of the 3-4.
He asked Kampman to switch
from defensive end to outside
linebacker, requiring him to
learn the nuances of standing
up at the line of scrimmage
instead of playing as a down
lineman,
and
sometimes
dropping into pass coverage.
Kampman initially seemed
less than enthusiastic about his
role in the new scheme, but
earned consistent praise from
coaches for the work he put in
to the transition.
“Obviously I've gotten
used to this 3-4,” Kampman
said. “I didn't get a chance to
get a full year to critique and
say, 'Hey, this is great.' But I
was starting to get more comfortable with it. Having said
that, I have a lot of experience
in the 4-3. I think that I can do
both.”
Kampman didn't rule out
his potential interest in signing
with a team that runs a 4-3
defensive scheme. “I think
that'll all play itself out,”
Kampman said. “There's a
couple months to see exactly
what's going to happen.”
Kampman's season-ending
knee injury came during the
Nov. 22nd game against San
Francisco and he had surgery
Dec. 4th. He said he is “very
encouraged” by his progress in
rehabilitation and expects to
be ready to hit the field in
training camp. “Things have
gone very, very well,”
Kampman said. “I'm very
thankful.”

Rays To Host Free
Clinic For Youth
League Coaches

ST. PETERSBURG, - The
Tampa Bay Rays will host a
free coaches clinic as part of
the team’s youth baseball
training program. The “Learn
How to Play the Rays Way”
Coaches Clinic will be held on
Saturday, January 16th, from
10 a.m. to noon at Tropicana
Field. Open to all youth league
coaches, the clinic will provide
a unique opportunity to learn
from a major league coaching
staff. The clinic will feature
professional advice and instruction
from members of the Tampa
Bay Rays major league and
minor league coaching staffs
and Eckerd College head
baseball coach Bill Mathews.
Rays third base coach Tom
Foley, pitching coach Jim
Hickey, hitting coach Derek
Shelton, and minor league
field coordinator Bill Evers
will provide instruction to the
youth league coaches.
Tom Foley is entering his
34th season in professional
baseball, 15th in the Rays
organization as a major league
coach, minor league manager,
field coordinator and director
of operations. Hickey will
begin his fourth season as
pitching coach of the Rays and
28th in professional baseball.
Shelton was named the Rays
hitting coach on October 21st
after seven seasons in the
Indians organization, the last
4-1/2 as major league hitting
coach.

Evers has spent 14 seasons
in the Rays organization,
including two seasons as the
major league bench coach and
eight, (1998-2005), as manager of
the Durham Bulls (AAA).
Mathews is entering his
20th year as the head baseball
coach at Eckerd College where
he has a 100 percent four-year
graduation rate and has had 18
players sign professional contracts.
The clinic will consist of
six stations with each consisting of a lecture and live
demonstrations on techniques
and drills. The Rays coaches
will also conduct a questionand-answer session to conclude
the day’s activities.
In addition, representatives
from St. Anthony's Sports
Medicine will provide tips and
instructions on injury prevention.
With enrollment limited,
coaches are encouraged to
register on raysbaseball.com.
Attendees should park in Lot 6
or 7 and enter Gate 1.
For more information please
contact the Rays Communications
Dept., (727) 825-3242.
The Tampa Bay Rays have
proudly represented Major
League Baseball in the Tampa
Bay region since 1998. The
organization and its foundation
are committed to building a
strong
community
bond
through meaningful interaction
and charitable contributions.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 14, 2010

STATE NEWS
Commissioner William Proctor
Will Keynote Florida A&M
University’s MLK Convocation

TALLAHASSEE – Leon
County Commissioner
William “Bill” Proctor will
keynote
Florida
A&M
University’s (FAMU) Martin
Luther King (MLK)
Convocation at 10:10 a.m.
Thursday, January 14, in
Gaither Gym. The general
public is invited to attend.
The program will feature
the FAMU concert choir and a
special rendition of King’s “I
Have a Dream” that will be
performed by James Moran,
development officer for the
FAMU College of Pharmacy
and Pharmaceutical. FAMU
President James H. Ammons
will also present MLK leadership awards to Althemese
Barnes and Phi Beta Sigma
Fraternity, Inc.
Commissioner Proctor was
elected to the Leon
County Board of County
Commissioners in 1996 and
represents the citizens of Leon
County in District 1. He served
as chairman of the Board in
2006. His priorities as the
District 1 Commissioner are
affordable housing, quality
healthcare, and education. He

has
served
on
several
community advisory boards
and has received numerous
awards and recognitions for
public service.
Commissioner Proctor is
an associate minister at Bethel
A.M.E. Church in Tallahassee,
Fla., where he entered the
ministry in 1985. He served as
a pastor in the AME church for
nine years. Currently, he is a
political science instructor at
FAMU. He is the advisor to
the College Democrats student
organization and mentors
numerous students.
As county commissioner,
his accomplishments include
the widening of Crawfordville
Road (US Hwy 319 South), the
widening of Orange Avenue,
the building of the B.L. Perry
Branch Public Library, and the
Southside Richardson-Lewis
Health Center.
Commissioner Proctor’s
professional political career
began as a staff assistant to
United States Senator Bob
Graham of Florida. He also
served as a special assistant to
Governor Lawton Chiles
before winning a special

Bill Proctor

election to the Leon County
Commission in 1996. He has
wo n t h ree s u b s eq u en t reelections.
Commissioner Proctor
chaired the 50th Anniversary
of the Tallahassee Bus Boycott
in 2006.
He earned his undergraduate degree from Howard
University School of
Communications and a juris
doctorate degree from Howard
University School of Law. He
furthered his studies at Boston
University School of Theology,
th e In t erd en o m i n at i o n al
Theological Center in Atlanta,
Ga. and Wesley Seminary in
Washington, D.C.

Marching 100 Will Perform In
Super Bowl XLIV Pregame Show
TALLAHASSEE. - Florida
A&M University’s (FAMU)
Marching “100” has been
selected to perform in the Super
Bowl XLIV pregame show
scheduled for Sunday, February
7, at Dolphin Stadium in Miami
Gardens, FL.
This is the third time in five
years that the Marching “100”
has been invited to participated
in a Super Bowl.
According to Julian White,
director of bands and chair of
FAMU’s Department of Music,
he received a telephone call
from the entertainment director
for the National Football
League notifying him that the
“100” had been selected.
“We are extremely honored
and proud to be selected by the
National Football League to
perform during the pregame
show,” said White. “To be
invited for a third time in only
five years is confirmation that

we give a quality performance.”
When asked what will the
“100” perform to dazzle the
audience,
White
quickly
responded by saying they will
salute the King of Pop.
“We will do another production to honor Michael
Jackson,” said White. “It is
only fitting that we salute the
King of Pop for the world to
see.”
The “100” performed in the
1969, 1983, 2005 and 2007
Super Bowls:
1969 Super Bowl III, half
time performance in Miami,
Fla.; 1983 Super Bowl XVII;
Half time performance in
Tampa, Fla; 2005 Super Bowl
XXXIX; Pregame performance
in Jacksonville, Fla.; and 2007
Super Bowl XLI; Half time performance with Prince in Miami,
Fla.
According to White, the

past year has been really electrifying for the “100.”
“The weekend prior to the
Super Bowl on January 30, the
“100” will participate in the 8th
Annual Honda Battle of the
Bands in Atlanta, Ga.,” White
said. “Just last year in January
2009, the Marching “100” was
preparing to participate in
President Barack Obama’s
inaugural parade. A year later,
we are preparing to perform at
the Super Bowl. We are indeed
America’s favorite college
band.”

NATIONAL NEWS
O BA M A

continued from front page

lessons from some; especially
Lyndon B. Johnson.
“In so far as he has
announced a position of public
policy which says that he is not
taking ethnicity into consideration, this belies the approach of
previous presidents like Lyndon
Johnson and obviously his relationship to Dr. King, who
actually, I think was won over
by Dr. King,” says political
scientist Dr. Ron Walters.
Johnson ultimately signed the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and
the Voting Rights Act of 1965.
“[Johnson] was playing with
race at first. But, I think he came
to believe that he had to do
something special for AfricanAmericans. And one suggestion
was that it was the pressure that
the civil rights movement put on
him.”
Walters continues, “If you
go all the way back to Abraham
Lincoln - who is credited for
freeing Black slaves with the
Emancipation Proclamation and come all the way forward to
Bill Clinton - who established
the White House’s first race
office - presidents have felt that
given the differential socioeconomic status of Black
people, that they had to at least
con s i d e r d o i n g s o m e t h i n g
special.”
Thomas N. Todd agrees. The
veteran civil rights lawyer, who
was former president of the
Chicago chapter of the Southern
Christian Leadership
Conference and Operation
PUSH, says past presidents have
often listened to civil rights
leaders who ultimately
infuenced policy.
During World War II, civil
rights leader A. Philip Randolph
put pressure on President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt to
include Blacks in an executive
order to make sure they got
contracts. That was executive
order 88-02, he cited. Dr. King
put pressure on President
Ly n d o n J o h n s o n t o i s s u e
executive order 11-246 to make
sure that Blacks were protected
against employment discrimination.
“Then, although Lyndon B.
Johnson was a friend of the
Negro, when Dr. King disagreed
with him on Vietnam, he challenged him. We need to learn the
lessons from history,” Todd said.
“What Blacks must do now is
separate the presidency from the
person and separate the institution from the individual. There
are only three branches of government and if you concede the

presidency without putting
pressure on the president, we’ve
lost.”
So m e p r o m i n e n t B l a c k
leaders, including Actor Danny
Glover, Ben Jealous of the
NAACP, Marc Morial of the
National Urban League, the Rev.
Jesse
Jackson
of
the
Rainbow/PUSH Coalition, and
the Rev. Al Sharpton of the
National Action Network, have
expressed disappointment at
what they view as Obama’s lack
of attention to issues that are disparately damaging in the Black
community – especially joblessness.
The latest example
happened on Friday, Jan. 8, the
same day that the Bureau of
Labor Statics announced its new
monthly jobs numbers, showing
that the Black unemployment
rate had risen from 15.6 percent
to 16.2 percent and that the
White unemployment rate had
fallen from 9.3 percent to 9.0
percent, still under the average
rate of 10 percent.
In a televised speech on jobs
and clean energy that day, the
president briefly paused from
his focus on the progressing
health care bill and his refocusing on the “war on terror” in
order to speak publically about
the jobs situation. But, he again
failed to mention the fact that
while the average unemployment rate held at 10 percent, the
Black
unemployment
rate
continued to creep upward to
record numbers.
“The jobs numbers that were
released by the Labor
Department this morning are a
reminder that the road to
recovery is never straight, and
that we have to continue to work
every single day to get our
economy moving again. For
most Americans, and for me,
that means jobs. It means
whether we are putting people
back to work,” he said.
But, Walters says he has
reviewed executive orders that
President Obama has promulgated since he’s been in the
White House and he does in fact
consider race in certain
decisions – just not pertaining to
Black people.
One
executive
order
mandated that heads of
executive agencies consult with
Indian tribal governments.
Another mandated the increased
participation of Asians and
Pacific Islanders in federal
programs. He also told the
Hispanic Caucus that when their
unemployment number reached
over 10 percent, that was not just
a problem for Hispanics, “it was
a problem for the nation.”

Walters argues, “It seems to
me that you can’t have it both
ways. You can’t announce a
policy which says in affect that
I’m not going to do that and on
the other hand write executive
orders that in fact does it, which
means that he’s got a problem
with us.”
Looking at the depth of
issues in the Black community,
Walters says he would not have
expected major change so soon,
“but at least I would have
wanted a president who would
make sure that his statements are
moving in that direction.”
Others feel that it is much
too soon in Obama’s presidency
to make such judgments. “We
cannot rush to judgment,” says
Gary Flowers, executive
director and CEO of the Black
Leadership Forum, a loose knit
coalition of 32 major Black
organizations which meets with
Obama administration officials
every month.
But, Flowers, who was on
that Nov. 3 teleconference,
warns that African-Americans
must and will wield their
political savvy if the president
does not follow through with his
promises.
“We are early in the administration. Yet, Black people are
among the most sophisticated
voters in American History as
evident from the 1960s to the
presence. Democracy percolates
up. Therefore, people must hold
politicians accountable to their
promises as a matter of civic
engagement.”
On that Nov. 3 teleconference, Obama was clearly hat-inhand in front of the Black
community, which he credited
for having brought him through
the Democratic nomination and
to the threshold of the historic
election.
“Our campaign is alive and
thriving ... And mainly it’s
because of an energized AfricanAmerican community. You have
done this,” he said. Now, they
can only hope that he will keep
faith with his promises for
change:
“I’m convinced that not only
are we going to change this
country, but we’re going to
change this community,” he said
on the phone that day. “We’re
going to change our sons, our
daughters, our grandchildren,
how they look at themselves.
We’re going to transform
barriers in the world. We’re
going to change the hearts and
minds of people around the
world. That’s a powerful thing.
That’s more powerful than any
policy out there and any governmental program.”

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida
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Meet Dr. Crystal Kuykendall, Keynote Speaker
at the 24th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Leadership Breakfast,
7:30 a.m., Monday Jan. 18, 2010,
St. Petersburg Coliseum, 535 4th Ave. N., St. Petersburg.
Purchase tickets at the Weekly Challenger Newspaper,
2500 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S. or by calling 727-403-0144
Tickets may be purchased at the door - based on availability.
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Queen Street

Church Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-4356

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Church School..................................................8:00 a.m.
Early Morning ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Wed. Mid-week Family Night Bible Study .....7:00 p.m.

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Mission Statement

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

New Covenant
Holiness Church
1625 6th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
727-821-3561
Sunday Services are at 4 pm
Wed. & Fri. Services are at 7 pm

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

“A Willing Example” 1 Peter 5:1-4

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

10th Street Church Of God

Pastor
Kenneth D.
Jackson

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Living Word Church
International
Church Address: 2850 Freemont Terr. South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 12093
St. Petersburg, FL 33733-2093
Phone: 727-565-9613
Apostle Ted Simmons

SCHEDULED SERVICES
Sunday School ................................................9:30 AM
Morning Worship...........................................10:30 AM
Wednesday Family Bible Study ......................7:00 PM

Join Us Right Here Right Now!
A Life Changing Ministry

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"
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THE ROCK

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Schedule of Services

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Friendship

2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF
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Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Rober t Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the World by Equipping
Believers to Reach the Lost with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ”
ONE-80 YOUTH MINISTRYREALITY SHOW SERVICES,
“KEEPING IT 100”
The One-80 Youth Ministry
(Teen Ministry) – lead by Minister
Eric Ford - is built upon the foundation that there is one God, existing in
three persons: Father, Son & Holy
Spirit. We believe in the deity of our
Lord Jesus Christ, in His sinless life,
atoning death through His shed
blood, in His resurrection and

ascension to the right hand of the
Father. Salvation is by grace alone
through faith in Jesus Christ only.
According to Min. Ford, “The
primary focus of One-80 is to instill
the importance of a personal relationship with God and how to develop
that relationship. The “How To” is
relayed through interactive group
teachings, drama and small group
studies. Real Teens, Real Issues, Real
Solutions every 2nd & 4th Sundays at
10a.m. at our Youth Chapel, 921
20th Street South.
BIBLE STUDY: Everyone is

welcome, as we learn the word of
God, during our evening Bible Study.
Rejoice in our evening Prayer
Meeting from 6-6:30 p.m., followed
by our dynamic Bible Study 6:307:30 p.m. Every Wednesday evening.
MID-WEEK DEVOTION: The
community is invited to join us for
Mid-Week Devotion held every
Wednesday, from Noon to 12:30, in
the main sanctuary.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church is located at 955 20th
Street South; Ph.894-4311.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official
staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the
entire congregation of St. Mark,
extends to the community at large, its
wishes that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His son
Jesus Christ.
January Calendar Events
January 16 - New Member
Fellowship for all members joining
from December 2008 thru December
2009. Time 4:00-6:00 p.m. in the St.
Mark Fellowship Hall.
January 17 - Bowling for Children

and Youth Ministry after morning
worship service.
January 18 - Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day.
January 19 - Church Outing @
7:30 p.m. to True Light M. B. Church.
January 22 - 100th Birthday
Celebration of Sis. Margaret Olivia
King.
January 27-30 - Congress No. 2
January 30 - Women’s Bible
Study-2110 Kickoff.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out
and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at
6:00 p.m. Children in the community

are welcomed to join us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday at 6:30 p.m. Topics of interest
each Monday night.
S u n d a y S c h o o l Te a c h e r s ’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7:00
p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at 9:30
a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Open to all elementary
school age children every Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30
to 6:00 p.m. Homework help and
reading tutors available.
DESTINATION GRADUATION: Wednesdays - 6:30-7:30 p.m.
for High school Students: Senior
Focus for all High School Seniors
(FCAT, ACT/SAT); assistance with
college applications, essay and
financial aid/scholarships.

Church News due
by 4:00 p.m. on Monday
of each week.

Dr. Syl Lorenzo Shannon Will
Officiate The Memorial
Service For His Brother:
Minister Hoover Leo Shannon

Dr. Syl Lorenzo Shannon will be
in St. Petersburg to officiate the
Memorial Service Celebrating the
Life of his brother, Minister Hoover
Leo Shannon. The service will be
held at New Mt. Olive Primitive
Baptist Church, 3001 18th Avenue
South, on Thursday, January 21,
2010, at 2 p.m. The Pastor, Elder
Cedric L. Williams, will preside. The
family encourages the attendance of
friends, classmates, and community
members and will greet all during a
repast following the service in the
church dining room.
Dr. Syl Shannon and his bother

Minister Hoover Shannon are former
residents of St. Petersburg. Minister
Hoover L. Shannon passed away on
December 15, 2009, in Detroit,
Michigan just days before his
seventy-fifth birthday. He attended
local Pinellas County Schools and
was a member of Gibbs High School
Class of 1953. After serving in the
United States Army, he returned to
St. Petersburg, married Ruby Frances
King and later relocated to Newark,
New Jersey, moving on to Detroit
where he resided for the past forty
years. He worked for Ford Motors
Corporation and was a member of

Crenshaw Christian Center, where
Dr. Fred C. Price is Senior Pastor.
Minister Hoover Shannon is the
father of James P. Shannon of
Gainesville and was the father of the
late Elder Vincent L. Shannon of
Lakeland. He is grandfather of seven
and also the brother of Effie Maude
Shannon-Alexander, Vivian Shannon
Rucker, Patricia Williams Macon,
Benjamin David Shannon, Robert L.
Williams, Albert C. Williams, and the
late Judge P. Shannon, Jr. He has one
aunt, Lue Hester Shannon and a host
of sorrowing nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends.

Mt. Pilgrim
Missionary
Baptist Church
We Salute, Thank,
and Praise God for You!
Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church,
4000 5th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33711,
Clark Hazley, Sr. Pastor.

Join us in celebration of our
Pastor and 1st Lady, Sunday, Jan. 17,
at 11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

P: for putting the Kingdom of God first in all that you do
A: for accepting the challenge to lead God’s sheep
S: for standing firm on the Word of God even when not
popular to do so
T: for taking the time to do whatever is needed to glorify God
O: for your open mind to listen and hear all said while seeking
God’s guidance
R: for returning us back to the Word of God for it is there that
we find directions to live a victorious life
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The National Council
of Negro Women, Inc.
24th Annual
Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.
Leadership Breakfast
Theme:
Remember!
Celebrate! Act!
A Day On,
Not A Day Off !!

Speaker: Dr. Crystal Kuykendall
“Educator, Attorney, Human Relations
Expert and Powerful Presenter”
Vincent Dolan, President/CEO
Progress Energy, Florida
Honorary Chair
Monday, January 18, 2010
St. Petersburg Coliseum
535 Fourth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL
7:30 A.M.

Tickets: $25.00 per person,
may be purchased at
The Weekly Challenger newspaper or
Deanie K’s Beauty Salon (Mon.-Fri.),
2500 Dr. MLK, Jr. St. S., St. Petersburg or by
Email: ncnwstpete@yahoo.com (Sponsorship
Opportunities are available).
I F A V A I LA B L E , T I C K E T S M A Y B E P U R C H A S E D
A T T H E D O O R O N T H E D A Y O F T H E E V EN T.

For Additional Information Contact:
Dianne Speights,
The National Council of Negro Women, Inc.
St.Petersburg Metropolitan Section
727-896-2922 or 727-403-0144
Email: ncnwstpete@yahoo.com
Mary H. Clowers, Chair
Thomas Whitlock, Co-Chair
Signora Farris, President

ON JANUARY 18, 2010 ST.PETERSBURG WILL CELEBRATE
THE NATIONAL HOLIDAY HONORING
DR. KING’S LEGACY OF TOLERANCE, PEACE, AND EQUALITY.
CO-SPONSORED BY CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG

